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Abstract

Before discussing sustainable development, the prevalent model in third-world countries was a
scattered and unplanned model, while a planned model was prevalent in some advanced countries.
The introduction of the concept of sustainable cities revealed that the scattered urban model led to
a set of negative properties, especially in countries like Iran, and was a serious obstacle to
achieving sustainable cities. This led planners to emphasize the transition from the negative effects
of the scattered model to sustainable patterns. Among the proposed sustainable models, there is a
consensus among scholars and policymakers on the compressed form and the main strategy for
achieving it, namely smart urban growth. This idea has garnered more supporters and has taken
the lead in discussions related to urban sustainability. Therefore, this research focuses on
investigating and formulating spatial development criteria based on smart growth indicators in
Mashhad County. According to the results obtained from AHP analysis and the VIKOR model,
considering transportation and accessibility, socio-economic factors, physical characteristics,
environmental factors, and a combination thereof, Mashhad Central ranks first, Ahmadabad ranks
second, and Rezavieh ranks third. The results indicate that Mashhad has progressed in line with
smart urban growth patterns, and one of the major reasons for this growth is the holy shrine of
Imam Reza (AS), which has contributed to the advancement and expansion of Mashhad Central.
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